o  > 


1 .  i  .  ! 

1  .{  O  «  v*  J 

,T  54 


Smallburgh  Rural  District  Council 


UBRARY^ 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  year  1949  • 


Area  of  District 

in  acres 

70,017 

Population  (1931 

census) 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

15,690 

Population  1949 

(estimated) 

•  • « 

• .  •  •  •  • 

16,870 

Structurally  separate  dwellings  (1931)  Census — Occupied 

4,376 

f 

\ 

■  »  .  ■  ;  )  • 

;  t 

Unoccupied 

433 

Rateable  Value 

•  •  • 

... 

£64,788 

Estimated  Penny 

Rate 

... 

... 

£262 

TOTAL 

MALE 

FEMALE 

Legitimate 

288 

152 

136 

Illegitimate 

14 

4 

10 

302 

156 

146 

RATE  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population,  17.9 

TOTAL 

MALE 

FEMALE 

Legitimate 

5 

3 

2 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

— 

6 

4 

2 

SECTION  A. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


STILL  BIRTHS 


STILL  BIRTH  RATE  per  1,000  total  births,  19.86 
„  „  „  per  1,000  population,  0.35 

DEATHS 

TOTAL  MALE  FEMALE 

245  124  121 

DEATH  RATE  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population,  14.56 
Deaths  from  PUERPERAL  SEPSIS:— Nil 
Deaths  from  other  Maternal  Causes: — Nil 
DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE:— 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


TOTAL 

12 


MALE 

10 


FEMALE 

2 


12 


10 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


39 

1 


SECTION  B. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

D.  G.  SHIELDS,  M.B.E.,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Medical  Officer  gf  Health. 

A.  L.  TAUNTON,  C.R.S.I.,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

A.  E.  FORD,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES.  E.P.H.  Laboratory,  Bowthorpe  Road,  Norwich. 

AMBULANCES  ARE  SUPPLIED  through  the  Norfolk  County  Council  by  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society  and  Order  of  St.  John. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

(a)  District  Nurses  of  Norfolk  Nursing  Federation. 

(b)  Private  Hire  in  Infectious  Diseases. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES.  None  in  District. 


Hospitals. 

Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital,  Jenny  Lind  Hospital  for  Children,  Great  Yarmouth  and 
North  Walsham  Cottage  Hospitals  all  take  cases  from  the  area.  Infectious  cases  for 
which  isolation  is  considered  necessary  are  admitted  to  the  County  Isolation  Hospital 
at  Dereham  and  Norwich  Isolation  Hospital.  The  Coltishall  Nursing  Home  takes  a  small 
number  of  Maternity  cases  from  the  District. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Dysentry 

Ophthalmia 

Typhoid  fever 

Paratyphoid 

Scarlet  fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Smallpox 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

Jaundice 

Malaria 

C.S.  Meningitis 
Erysipelas 
Poliomyelitis 
Polio-encephalitis 


Total 

Admitted  to  Hospital 

Deaths 

3 

35 

— 

— 

327 

— 

T 

21 

— 

7 

34 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

— 

I  regret  that  the  figures  of  cases  admitted  to  hospital  cannot  be  regarded  as  accurate.  Prior 
to  July  1948,  it  was  customary  to  inform  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  admissions  to  and 
discharges  from  the  County  Isolation  Hospital,  but  this  practice  was  discontinued  when  the 
Isolation  Hospitals  were  taken  over  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality  and  Case  Rates 
for  certain  Infectious  diseases  in  the  Year  1949.  Provisional  figures  based  on  Quarterly 

Returns. 


England 

and 

Wales 

126  County 
Boro’s,  and 
Great  Towns 
(including  London) 

148SmarierTowns 
(Resident 
Populations 
25,000  to  50,000 
at  1931  Census) 

London 

Administrative 

County. 

• 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population. 

BIRTHS— 

Live  Births 

16-7  (a) 

18-7 

18-0 

18-5 

Still 

0-39  (a) 

0-47 

0-40 

0-37 

DEATHS— 

All  Causes 

11-7  (a) 

12-5 

11'6 

12-2 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

0-00 

000 

000 

0-00 

Whooping  Cough 

001 

002 

0-01 

0-01 

Diphtheria 

000 

0-00 

000 

000 

Tuberculosis 

0-45 

0-52 

0-42 

0-52 

Influenza 

0T5 

0-15 

0T4 

0-11 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomj'elitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

0-01 

002 

002 

001 

Pneumonia 

0-51 

0  56 

0-49 

0-59 

NOTIFICATIONS  (corrected) — 

Typhoid  Fever 

001 

001 

001 

0-01 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0-01 

002 

0-01 

001 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

002 

003 

002 

0-02 

Scarlet  Fever 

1-63 

1-72 

1-83 

1-46 

Whooping  Cough 

2-39 

2-44 

2-39 

1-70 

Diphtheria 

0-04 

005 

0-04 

007 

Erysipelas 

0T9 

0-20 

019 

0T7 

Small-pox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

8-95 

8-91 

9-18 

8-54 

Pneumonia 

0-80 

0-91 

0‘65 

0’55 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0T3 

0T3 

0-12 

018 

Acute  Polioencephalitis  ...  .  . 

001 

0-01 

002 

001 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

0T4 

016 

0.14 

0T9 

DEATHS 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

All  causes  under  1  year  of  age 

32  (b) 

37 

30 

29 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  under  2  years  of  age 

3-0 

3-8 

2-4 

1-7 

NOTIFICATIONS  (corrected)— 

Rates  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia 

8-31 

8-14 

5-30 

6-82 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY— England  and  Wales 


International  List  No.  and  cause 

Rates  per  1,000  Total 
(Live  and  Still)  Births 

Rates  per  million 

Women  aged  15--44 

140  Abortion  with  Sepsis 

Oil 

8 

141  Abortion  without  Sepsis 

0-05 

4 

147  Puerperal  Infections 

0-11 

142-146,  148-150  other  Maternal  causes  ... 

0-71 

(a)  Rates  per  1,000  total  population 


(6)  Per  1,000  related  live  Births 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebrospinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  resp.  system 

6 

5 

1 

Tuberculosis  (other  forms) 

1 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— • 

— 

— 

Influenza 

6 

2 

4 

Measles 

1 

— 

1 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Ac.  inf.  enceph. 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer 

39 

24 

15 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

1 

Intra  cranial  vascular  lesions 

29 

11 

18 

Heart  Diseases 

82 

34 

48 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

4 

1 

3 

Bronchitis 

12 

9 

3 

Pneumonia 

7 

3 

4 

Other  resp.  Diseases 

3 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

1 

1 

— 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

5 

2 

3 

Nephritis 

4 

— 

4 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Prematurity 

2 

2 

— 

Congenital  malformations,  birth 

injury,  infantile  diseases 

7 

6 

1 

Suicide 

— 

— 

_ 

Road  traffic  accidents  ... 

— 

— 

_ 

Other  violent  causes 

3 

3 

— 

Other  defined  diseases 

31 

20 

11 

All  causes 

245 

124 

121 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

NEW  CASES  DURING  1949 

DEATHS  DURING  1949 

Respiratory  Non-Rrspiratory 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

Males  Females  Males  Females 

Totals 

Males 

Females  Males  Females 

Aged  under  1 

Aged 

under  1 

,,  1  to  5  ...  ...  2  1 

3 

1 

to  5 

•  •  .  •  •  •  •  •  • 

„  5  to  15  ...  ...  2 

2 

5 

to  15 

... 

„  15  to  25  1  1 

2 

15 

to  25 

1 

„  25  to  35  ...  1 

1 

25 

to  35 

„  35  to  45 

35 

to  45 

1 

„  45  to  55  1 

1 

yy 

45 

to  55 

1 

1 

„  55  to  65 

55 

to  65 

2 

•  •  .  ...  •  •  • 

„  65  and  over  ...  ...  ...  1 

1 

yy 

65 

aud  over 

1 

Totals  2  2  4  2 

10 

4 

3 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  total  number  of  Cowkeepers,  Dairymen  and  Retailers  is  ...  177 

'The  number  of  Producer  Retailers  is  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

The  number  of  Wholesale  Purchasers  (for  retailing)  is  ...  ...  4 

Inspections  during  the  year  were  as  follows: — 

Dairymens’  premises  ...  ...  ...  368 

Retailers  premises  ...  ...  ...  244 

MILK  (Special  Designations)  ORDERS,  1936*46 

The  total  number  of  “T.T.”  producers  is  ...  ...  ...  51 

The  total  number  of  “Accredited”  producers  is  ...  ...  ...  20 

The  number  of  “T.T.”  and  “Accredited”  producers  is  still  rather  disappointing,  but  we  do 

know  many  people  are  doing  their  utmost  to  improve  their  herds  and  premises.  Generally 
speaking  the  difficulty  lies  with  the  buildings — as  many  of  our  present  dairy  premises  werer 
adapted  from  old  farm  buildings  and  do  not  lend  themselves  to  the  required  purpose. 


MILK  SAMPLING. 

This  is  now  carried  out  by  sampling  officers  of  the  Norfolk  County  Council,  and,  although 
the  work  is  being  efficiently  carried  out,  we  do  seem  to  be  out  of  the  picture,  and  rather 
to  have  lost  touch  with  the  producers  and  their  employees.  In  the  days  when  this  work  was 
carried  out  by  the  Rural  Authority  we  knew  each  producer  and  cowman  in  the  area,  and 
advice  was  freely  given  and  received,  but  now  when  dairies  are  visited  we  are  received  as 
strangers  and  not  in  the  friendly  atmosphere  of  days  gone  by.  However,  we  make  it  our  duty 
to  give  all  available  help  and  advice,  and  especially  help  in  obtaining  building  licences  or 
approvals  for  new  building  or  for  water  supplies. 


THE  COLLECTION  OF  MILK  SUPPLIES  IN  BULK. 

This  is  usually  carried  out  by  road  transport  vehicles  and  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  After 
milking  and  cooling  is  completed  the  churns  are  taken  to  the  farm  entrance  and  placed  on 
a  stand  at  a  convenient  height  for  loading  into  a  vehicle.  It  is  my  opinion  that  all  supplies 
should  be  kept  in  the  dairy  until  the  collecting  vehicle  arrives,  and  if  this  were  done  I  am 
sure  the  milk  would  reach  the  collecting  station  in  much  better  condition 


ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  UNDER  THE  TUBERCULOSIS  ORDER  OF  1938 

Three  animals  were  slaughtered  under  this  Order  during  1949,  and,  in  each  case,  tubercul¬ 
osis  was  confirmed. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

The  number  of  slaughterhouses  in  use  in  the  district  is  as  follows: — 

Registered  ...  ...  ...  11 

Licensed  ...  ...  ...  6 

These  slaughterhouses  are  all  in  fair  structural  condition,  clean,  well-lighted,  and 
regularly  inspected. 

At  present  all  slaughtering  for  this  district  is  carried  out  at  Great  Yarmouth,  and 
the  meat  inspected  there,  and  apart  from  casualties  and  animals  slaughtered  under  licence 
issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  very  little  use  is  made  of  our  slaughterhouses. 

There  are  no  knackers  yards  in  the  district. 

The  number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  is  16. 

.  BUTCHERS  SHOPS. 

There  are  21  butchers  shops  in  the  district  and  each  of  these  is  inspected  on  an  average 
twice-weekly.  No  complaints  have  been  received  concerning  any  of  these  shops,  and  all 
are  in  good  condition  and  suitable  for  the  business  carried  on. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  9  bakehouses  in  the  district,  none  of  these  being  underground. 

With  the  exception  of  one,  all  are  rather  oldfashioned  structures  and  not  in  keeping 
with  modern  times.  They  are  however  kept  clean  and  decorated,  and  I  am  pleased  to  place 
on  record  that  the  occupiers  do  all  they  can  to  produce  good  wholesome  food. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  SHOPS,  Etc. 

This  is  a  matter  now  receiving  our  attention  and  many  improvements  will  be  needed 
to  comply  with  recent  legislation.  In  recent  years  larger  staffs  of  both  sexes  have  been 
employed  and  there  is  no  doubt  ,that  the  sanitary  accommodation  is  not  what  it  should  be, 
and  I  ask  for  the  co-operation  of  all  concerned  in  dealing  with  this. 


CLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGN. 

To  date  very  little  has  been  done  concerning  this  although  the  County  Medical  Ofiicer 
of  Health  called  a  meeting  of  all  sanitary  officers  with  a  view  to  concerted  action.  As  usual 
at  a  meeting  of  this  type  no  definite  decision  as  to  procedure  could  be  arrived  at,  and  I 
would  suggest  that  the  County  Medical  Ofiicer  set  a  lead  and  invite  the  Local  Authorities 
to  follow.  I  hold  the  opinion  that  unless  we  can  get  the  wholesalers  and  their  trade 
associations  to  co-operate  we  shall  not  get  far.  In  the  meantime  we  are  dealing  with  the 
individual  shops  in  the  district,  but  so  far  we  cannot  get  that  competitive  effort. 


CONDEMNED  FOODSTUFFS. 

Meat  245  lbs.  Beef  (home  killed). 

14^  „  Beef  sausage  meat. 

1  Sheep  (complete  carcase). 
Bacon:  5  lbs.  (tainted). 

Fish:  56  „  Cod  fillets. 

Butter:  60^  „  (damaged  on  rail). 

Sugar:  3 


Tinned  Poods ; 


No.  of  tins 

No.  of  tins 

Minced  beef 

33 

Baked  Beans 

2 

1 

Brisket 

4 

Orange  juice 

2 

Carrots 

2 

Ox-taQ 

2 

Cherries 

1 

Peaches 

1 

Celery  hearts 

31 

Peas 

26 

Condensed  milk 

3 

Pears 

5 

Danish  pork 

2 

Pineapple 

3 

Dried  eggs 

10 

Plums 

168 

Evaporated  milk 

1 

Salmon 

2 

Fruit  puddings 

8 

Silds 

5 

Grape  fruit 

30 

Soups  (various) 

9 

Ham  loaf 

2 

Spaghetti 

6 

Herrings 

11 

Stewed  steak 

2 

Jam 

1 

Suet 

1 

Lunch  tongue 

13 

Tomatoes 

7 

Macedoines 

23 

Tomato  ketchup 

4 

3 

Marmalade 

Meat  and  vegetables 

4 

Veal  loaf 

The  Council  will  notice  that  a  total  of  194  tins  of  condensed  or  evaporated  milk  were 
condemned  during  the  year.  A  large  number  of  these  tins  had  the  appearance  of  having 
been  in  stock  for  a  long  time  and  were  possibly  war-time  stocks. 


GENERAL. 


VVATEK  SUFPLlliS. 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 

(iv) 


Formerly  we  have  been  able  to  report  that  supplies  have  been  adequate,  but  the  situat¬ 
ion  now  is  not  so  good  although  we  have  not  actually  been  short  of  water.  The  situation 
is  definitely  becoming  serious,  and  many  of  tde  shallow  wells  have  gone  dry  and  others 
show  signs  of  doing  so. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  to  deal  with  this 
shortage  and  that  they  have  instructed  their  Consulting  engineers  to  prepare  schemes 
for  piped  supplies  to  cover  the  whole  district.  In  the  Parishes  of  Catfield,  Sutton  and 
Hickling,  a  scheme  has  been  prepared  and  has  secured  the  necessary  approvals,  and  work 
should  commence  at  once,  in  other  Parishes  the  schemes  are  on  paper  and  only  the 
financial  problems  remain  to  be  solved. 

(a)  Quality — Generally  speaking  this  has  been  good. 

(b)  Quantity — The  Council  carted  49,800  gallons  to  various  sites,  and  a  further 
51,700  gallons  were  carted  by  private  persons. 

The  Parishes  of  Horning  and  Hoveton  are  supplied  by  the  City  of  Norwich  Waterworks, 
and  these  supplies  have  been  ample  and  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  as  being  of 
good  quality. 

The  Parish  of  Stalham  is  supplied  from  the  Stalham  bore,  400  feet  in  depth,  and  here 
again  the  analyst  reports  the  supply  to  be  of  excellent  quality  and  fit  in  all  respects 
for  a  public  supply.  A  total  of  5,059,000  gallons  were  taken  Irom  this  bore  during  the  year. 

No  reports  have  been  received  of  contamination  by  lead. 

A  total  of  56  samples  of  water  used  for  domestic  supplies  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  during  the  year,  and  the  reports  on  these  were  as  follows: — 


Approved  supplies 

...  28 

Unsatisfactory 

...  16 

Fair 

1 

Broken  sample 

1 

Unfit  suppHes 

...  10 

(v) 


The  ‘unsatisfactory’  samples  were  mostly  taken  when  the  wells  were  low,  and  constant 
pumping  caused  cloudiness  of  the  supply.  In  the  10  cases  where  the  supply  was  definitely 
unfit  the  wells  were  closed  for  all  domestic  purposes. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  and  the  number  of  the  population  supplied 
from  public  service  mains: — 

Parish  of  Hoveton — Estimated  number  of  houses 

Number  of  houses  having  direct  supply  into  the  house 
Estimated  number  of  persons  supplied  ... 

Number  of  dwellings  supplied  by  means  of  stand  pipes 
Estimated  number  of  persons  supplied 

In  addition  the  following  are  supplied  from  the  mains:— 

(a)  Business  premises,  meter  supply 

(b)  Lock-up  shops  and  offices,  not  metered 

(c)  Supplies  to  farm  lands,  metered 

(d)  Supplies  to  school,  metered 

Parish  of  Horning — Estimated  number  of  houses 

Number  of  houses  having  direct  supply  into  the  house 
Estimated  number  of  persons  supplied 
Number  of  dwellings  supplied  by  means  of  stand  pipes 
Estimated  number  of  persons  supplied 
In  addition  the  following  are  supplied  from  the  mains: — 

(a)  Business  premises,  meter  supply 

(b)  Supplies  to  farm  lands,  metered 

(c)  Supplies  to  school,  metered 
Concerning  the  Parishes  of  Hoveton  and  Horning,  the  Engineer  and  Manager  to  the 
Norwich  Waterworks  gives  the  following  additional  information  which  may  be  of 
interest. 

HO' 

Number  of  houses  supplied  where  baths  are  fixed 
„  „  „  W.C.’s  are  fixed 

„  „  „  „  there  are  more  than  one  W.C. 

„  „  „  „  there  is  no  W.C. 

Parish  of  Stalham — Estimated  number  of  houses 

Number  of  houses  having  direct  supply  into  the  house 
Estimated  number  of  persons  supplied  ... 

Number  of  dwellings  supplied  by  means  of  stand  pipes 
Estimated  number  of  persons  supplied 
The  Council  will  note  that  in  these  three  Parishes  having  a  total  of  1135  houses, 
only  451  are  taking  a  supply  into  the  house  from  the  public  mains,  and  a  further  86 
have  a  supply  by  means  of  an  outside  standpipe.  This  in  my  opinion  is  a  very  poor 
percentage  and  does  not  give  us  much  encouragement  to  provide  these  piped  supplies, 
and  I  would  suggest  that  a  public  appeal  be  made  to  the  owners  of  the  various  proper¬ 
ties  to  connect  up  and  make  full  use  of  these  services. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  the  Council  to  know  that  in  the  Parish  of  Hickling  where  a 
scheme  has  been  approved  but  where  at  present  no  mains  have  been  laid,  62  written 
applications  for  a  supply  have  been  received  to  date,  this  being  approximately  33o/o  of 
the  existing  properties. 


443 

133 

411 

46 

148 

11 

3 

8 

1 

290 

75 

221 

23 

81 

7 

2 

1 


/ETON 

HORNING 

107 

49 

98 

48 

18 

17 

35 

27 

402 

243 

731 

17 

61 

HOUSING. 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING-HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Note- 


Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 
(under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 
Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 
above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Regulations 
Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 
Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation 

-Concerning  paragraph  (4)  above,  this  includes  approximately  242 
defects  only,  many  of  these  not  being  of  a  serious  nature. 

The  new  Housing  Act  of  1949  will  give  facilities  to  owners  to  carry  out  improvements,  such 
as  the  provision  of  bathrooms,  water  closets  and  additional  accommodation,  and  I  am 
hoping  property  owners  will  take  advantage  of  this  Act. 


(1) 

(a) 

(2) 

(b) 

(a) 

(3) 

(b) 

(4) 

661 

1502 


378 

1056 


49 

312 

dwellings  having  minor 


2. 


3. 


REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 
FORMAL  NOTICES. 

The  number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  was  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  ^2 


ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE 

Proceedings  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Notices  that  question  of  demolition  would  be  considered 
Demolition  Orders  made 
Undertakings  accepted 
Notices  to  execute  works 

Proceedings  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Notice  of  the  Council’s  intention  to  carry  out  repairs  in 
default  of  the  owner 

(Note — The  required  repairs  to  a  dwelling  where 
the  notice  was  served  in  1948,  were  completed). 
Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  during  the  year  where 
Demolition  Orders  were  in  force 


YEAR. 


27 

25 

1 

Nil 


Nil 


11 


The  following  housing  particulars  are  given  by  the  Council’s  Housing  Estates  Manager. 


REQUISITIONING. 

Number  of  properties  under  requisition  at  31/12/49  ... 

Number  of  properties  occupied  at  31/12/49 
Number  of  properties  requisitioned  during  1949 
Number  of  properties  released  during  1949 

TEMPORARY  HOUSING. 

Number  of  properties  occupied  on  the  Ludham  Airfield  Estate 
Number  of  properties  demolished  on  this  estate  during  the  year  ... 
Number  of  properties  on  the  Worstead  Park  Military  Camp 
Number  of  occupied  properties  on  the  Horning  White  Lodge 

Estate  (R.A.F.)  ...  •••  ■’Vd  a  ' 

Number  of  occupied  properties  on  the  Petersfield  Estate  (R.A.F.)  ... 


30 

30 

Nil 

8 


67 

Nil 

19 

6 

10 


PERMANENT  HOUSING. 

The  Council  owns  a  total  of  837  dwellings  as  under:— 
1919  (Assisted  Scheme) 

1923  Acts 

1924  Acts 

1931  (Rural  Authorities)  Act 
Slum  Clearance 
1936  Act  (Overcrowding) 

1938  Act  (Overcrowding  and  slum  clearance) 

(Accommodation  of  members  of  agr.  pop. 
Not  subsidised 
1946  Act 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  houses  were 
year : — 

Traditional  Houses 

Catfield  ... 

Hickling  .  •  •  ■  •  •  o 

Honing  ...  •••  ° 

Horning  ...  •  •  • 

Neatishead  ...  ••• 

Paston  ...  •  ■  •  ~ 

Stalham  ...  •  ■  •  ^ 

Scottow  ...  ••• 


48 

6 

412 

28 

58 

34 

3 

19 

77 

152 

completed  and  occupied 

Airey  Houses 
4 

6 

4 

6 

4 

8 


during  the 


SCAVENGING. 

The  Council  carry  out  scavenging  by  direct  labour  in  the  Parishes  of  Hoveton,  Ludham 
and  Stalham.  and  part  of  the  Parish  of  Bacton,  using  mechanical  vehicles.  All  nightsoil 
buckets  are  emptied  twice-weekly  and  house  refuse  is  collected  once-weekly,  a  staff  of  7 
men  being  fully  engaged  on  this  work.  In  these  Parishes  cesspools  are  einptied  twice  each 
year  free,  and  in  other  Parishes  a  reasonable  charge  is  made  for  this  service. 

The  disposal  of  tins  and  other  house  refuse  in  the  other  Parishes  of  the  District 
presents  a  serious  problem,  and.  although  we  endeavour  to  clear  this  refuse  as  far  as 
possible,  the  nuisance  still  remains.  The  Council  are  fully  aware  of  this  matter  and  would 
like  to  start  a  house  refuse  collection  scheme  for  the  whole  area,  but  whilst  the  labour 
cost  is  so  high  I  am  afraid  very  little  can  be  done  in  the  matter. 

To  effectively  deal  with  the  disposal  of  house  refuse  the  Council  has  obtained  quotat¬ 
ions  for  the  erection  of  a  modem  incinerator,  and  this  is  now  under  consideration. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  256  cesspools  were  emptied,  a  charge  being  made  in  124  cases. 


RATS  &  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919 
Infestation  Order,  S.  R.  &  O.,  No.  680,  1943. 

Our  rat  catcher  has  done  a  good  job  during  the  year,  although  we  still  have  many  of 
these  rodents  with  us.  The  usual  surveys  have  been  carried  out  and  all  applications  for 
assistance  have  been  promptly  attended  to.  and  so  far  as  we  are  aware  satisfaction  has  been 
given  in  all  cases. 

I  would  appreciate  it  if  complaints  were  made  at  once  to  the  Sanitary  Department  as 
soon  as  any  signs  of  infestation  are  seen  so  that  we  can  deal  with  the  matter  immediately. 
This  service  is  free  to  private  dwelling-houses  and  we  wish  people  to  take  advantage  of 
it.  with  a  view  of  keeping  these  pests  down. 

During  the  year  the  Council  received  5  complaints  of  infestation  of  house  refuse  dumps 
owned  or  used  by  us.  and  these  were  dealt  with  and  the  nuisances  abated. 

Particulars  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  are  as 
Total  number  of  properties  inspected  for  infestation 
Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested 
Number  of  pre-baits  laid 
Number  of  poison  baits  laid 
Dead  rats  found  and  destroyed 
Dead  mice  found  and  destroyed 
Payments  made  for  the  services  of  the  rat  catcher  ...  £32  15s.  6d. 

All  of  the  Parishes  in  the  District  were  visited  during  the  year,  the  majority  being 
dealt  with  on  several  occasions. 


ader : — 


996 

770 

20927 

7401 

2317 

418 


NUISANCES. 


A  total  of  83  nuisances  were  reported  to  the  Local  Authority  during  the  year,  and  were  as 
follows : — 


Broken  or  blocked  drains 
Defective  flues  or  chimneys 
,.  food  storage 

,,  pail  closets 

,.  vault  closets 

„  thatched  roofs 

„  tiled  roofs 

,.  sewer  (private) 

Dumping  of  nightsoil 

of  house  refuse 
Foul  open  drains 
Overcrowding 

Inadequate  ventilation  of  bedrooms 
Nuisance  caused  by  smoke  from  factory  flue 
by  fire  on  refuse  dump 
by  refuse  dumps 
by  defective  school  closets 


6 

5 

2 

15 

2 

5 

15 

1 

2 

9 

5 

2 

1 

1 

2 

9 

1 


Total 


83 


All  of  these  nuisances  were  investigated  and  abated  in  due  course  with  the  exception 
of  that  dealing  with  the  smoke  from  a  factory  chimney,  and  in  this  case  the  owners  have 
applied  for  a  licence  to  erect  a  new  chimney  50  feet  in  height. 


DRAINAGE  &  SEWERAGE. 

The  new  sewerage  scheme  for  the  Parish  of  Stalham  was  commenced  during  the  year 
and  is  making  good  headway  and  it  is  hoped  that  house  connections  to  the  new  sewers 
will  be  made  during  the  latter  part  of  1950.  The  usual  difficulties  have  been  met  with  and 
overcome,  and  I  congratulate  the  Council  on  the  progress  of  the  works. 

There  are  of  course  many  other  Parishes  where  a  sewerage  scheme  would  be  a  boon, 
and  a  good  case  could  be  made  out  for  these  schemes,  but  the  present  time  is  too  uncertain 
to  embark  on  these  matters,  and  for  the  present  we  must  ‘make  do.  .  . 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1949. 


There  are  102  factories  in  the  district,  all  of  these  having  various  kinds  of  machinery, 
and  carrying  on  the  following  trades  or  businesses: —  i 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  9 

Blacksmiths  (mechanical)  ...  2 

Boat  building  ...  ...  20 

Brewery  ...  ...  1. 

Butchers  (slaughterhouses)  ...  17 

Builders  ...  ...  10 

Cycle  brazier  ...  ...  1 

Engineers  (agricultural)  ...  1 

Flour  mills  ...  ...  8 

Fruit  canning  ...  ...  T 

Fruit  grading  machinery  ...  2 

Garages  ...  ...  13 


General  engineering  ...  1 

Grain  cleaning  and  storage  ...  1 

Motor  engineering  ...  2 

Motor  haulage  etc.  ...  4 

Electrical  depot  ...  ...  1 

Plumbers  and  well  sinkers  ...  1 

Quick  freezing  foods  ...  1 

Sailmakers  ...  ...  1 

Stonemasons  ...  ...  1 

Timber  sawmills  ...  ...  3 

Wicker  fencing  makers  ...  1 


Part  1  of  the  Act 


1— INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (inclnding  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities... 

75 

136 

2 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

15 

52 

1 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  J  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  premises) 

3 

7 

1 

Nil 

TOTAL  ... 

93 

195 

4 

Nil 

2— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WEEE  FOUND 

(If  defects  were  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions 
they  are  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “  cases  ”) 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Particulars 

Referred 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

6 

6 

... 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  ... 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

1 

1 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

3 

3 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

... 

... 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

(Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Outwork)  ... 

TOTAL 

12 

12 

... 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 


J  Electrical  Stations  [Section  103(1)] ,  Institutions.  (Section  104)  and  sites  of  Building  Operations  and  Works  of 
Engineering  Construction  (Sections  107  and  108) 


In  presenting  this,  my  final  report  to  the  Council,  I  should  like  to  record  my  appreciation 
of  the  faithful  and  loyal  help  which  I  have  received  from  the  Officers  of  the  Public  Health 
staff,  not  only  during  1949,  but  throughout  my  period  of  office;  I  also  wish  to  thank  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  for  the  kindness  and  courtesy  which 
they  have  always  shown  me. 


D.  G.  SHIELDS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A.  L.  TAUNTON, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector, 

To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Smallburgh  Rural  District  Council. 

July  1950. 


